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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheerness. 

July,  1950. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey 
Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  herewith  my  first  annual  report; 
on  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the  three  constituent  authorities 
of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey. 

2.  — As  you  are  aware  I  took  over  the  office  of  Medical  Officei 
of  Health  to  the  three  Island  District  Authorities  on  1st  July,  1949. 
on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  R.  Duncan  Dewar.  A  review  of  my  duties 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  six  County  Districts,  including  the 
three  mainland  Authorities,  has  recently  been  submitted  for  youi 
consideration.  In  this  I  have  stated  that  the  responsibility  of  ad¬ 
ministering  these  Districts  is  not  beyond  the  capacity  of  one  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  provided  an  adequate  staff  of  Sanitary  Inspector; 
is  maintained  and  also  provided  indulgence  is  shown  to  me  in  the 
matter  of  attendance  at  Council  Meetings.  Even  without  Counci 
Meetings  my  appointment  entails  attendance  at  a  very  large  numbei 
of  other  meetings  and  the  preparation  of  a  multiplicity  of  reports 
The  appointment  therefore  is  onerous  not  because  of  its  area  oi 
population,  but  because  of  the  number  of  individual  authorities 
involved. 

3.  — The  reports  on  each  individual  Authority  are  submittec 
herewith.  I  have  also  prepared  a  statistical  table  which  is  intended 
to  show  you  at  a  glance  the  progress  in  each  District  and  in  the 
Isle  of  Sheppey  as  a  whole.  It  will  be  seen  that  on  the  whole  the 
state  of  the  public  health  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  though 
reference  to  individual  reports  will  reveal  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  complacency  in  view  of  the  serious  housing  problem  and  it; 
attendant  ills.  This  to-day  is  Public  Health  Problem  No.  1.  The 
figures  are  as  follows  : — 
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Civilian  Populations 


4.— As  a  further  indication  of  the  standard  of  fitness  of  th 
population,  I  am  able  to  quote,  by  courtesy  of  the  County  Medici 
Officer,  figures  relating  to  the  findings  of  the  School  Medical  Ir 
spections.  Thus  : — 


(a)  Number  of  inspections 

(i)  Periodic 

Entrants 

Second  age  group 
Third  age  group 

(ii)  Other  periodic  inspections 


416 

367 

211 

11 


Total  . 1005 

(b)  Number  found  requiring  treatment 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  52 

Second  age  group  ...  ...  58 

Third  age  group  ...  ...  14 

Other  periodic  inspections  ...  4 


Total  .  128  (12.7  % 

(c)  Classification  of  genera]  condition  of  pupils  inspecte 
during  the  year. 

TABLE  II 


Age  Groups 

Number  of 
Pupils 
Inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

% 

of 

Col.  2 

No. 

% 

of 

Col.  2 

No. 

°/ 

o 

of 

Col.  2 

Entrants 

416 

119 

28-6 

248 

59-6 

49 

118 

Second  age  group 

367 

94 

25-6 

235 

640 

38 

10-4 

Third  age  group 

211 

61 

28-9 

133 

630 

17 

8'1 

Others  . 

11 

4 

36'4 

7 

636 

- 

- 

Totals  . 

1005 

278 

27-7 

623 

620 

104 

10  3 

(d)  Dental  inspection  and  treatment 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s  Denta 


Officers — 

(i)  Periodic  age  groups  ...  ...  1854 

(ii)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iii)  Total  number  inspected  ...  ...  1859 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  716 

Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  572 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  1388 

Half-days  devoted  to — Inspection  ...  ...  11^ 

Treatment  ...  ...  164£ 


5. — Infectious  Disease. — A  review  covering  the  last  five  year] 
of  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  in  the  three  Islam! 
Districts  and  in  the  Island  as  a  whole  is  shown  in  Table  III. 
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TABLE  ITT 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
1945  -  1949 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

I _  _ _  _ 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute 

Polioencephalitis 

Dysentery 

Malaria 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever 

1945 

__ 

2 

_ 

113 

1 

. 

_ 

1946 

6 

— 

4 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

jeenborough  1947 

5 

10 

- 

55 

_ 

2 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

M.B.  1948 

11 

7 

- 

9 

1949 

5 

1 

- 

142 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1945 

11 

3 

_ 

203 

15 

3 

1 

- 

1946 

11 

22 

1 

42 

8 

4 

1 

— 

— 

- 

tecrness  1947 

8 

79 

10 

239 

16 

6 

— 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

U.D.  1948 

12 

48 

1 

21 

6 

9 

1 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1949 

44 

15 

- 

518 

7 

5 

1 

_ 

- 

- 

1945 

4 

4 

_ 

190 

21 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1946 

4 

6 

1 

16 

25 

6 

1 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

leppey  R.D.  1947 

7 

80 

1 

192 

22 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

1948 

2 

51 

1 

54 

5 

4 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1949 

6 

35 

- 

239 

18 

10 

- 

- 

- 

1945 

15 

9 

_ 

506 

37 

5 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1946 

21 

28 

2 

62 

34 

10 

2 

_ 

- 

:ofSheppey  1947 

20 

169 

11 

486 

38 

10 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1948 

25 

106 

2 

84 

11 

13 

1 

1 

1 

4 

- 

1949 

55 

51 

899 

27 

16 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

~ 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Island  has  been  particularly  fortunate 
the  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  even  in  the 
demic  years  and  that  the  main  diseases  are  Measles  and  Whoop- 
Cbugh. 

6. — Tuberculosis. — I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  Roy  C.  Price,  of 
Medway  and  Gravesend  Hospital  Management  Committee,  for 
following  figures  relating  to  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  Patients  attending  Chest  Clinic  during  1949  — * 

Adults  Children 


M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Def.  Tb.  (respiratory)  . 

..  18 

7 

5 

1 

31 

Non.  Tb . 

..  30 

40 

19 

20 

109 

Total  .. 

..  48 

47 

24 

21 

140 

9 


These  patients  made  a  total  of  410  attendances  at  the  Clinic 
(b)  Patients  were  sent  to  the  following  Institutions  during  th 


year : — 

Lenham  Sanatorium  .  ...  1 

Grosvenor  Sanatorium  ...  ...  1 

Kettlewell  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  4 

Preston  Hall  Sanatorium  ...  ...  1 

Nayland  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sheppey  General  Hospital  ...  ...  3 

Eversfield  Chest  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Fairlight  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  2 

Willesborough  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brompton  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Keycol  Hill  Sanatorium  ...  ...  2 

All  Saints’  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grove  Park  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 


7.— Meteorology.— Mr.  E.  W.  Cooper,  M.B.A.A.,  of  “A 
Astra,”  Warden  Point,  has  very  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  fo 
lowing  records  taken  by  him  during  1949. 


TABLE  IV 


Month 

Max. 

°F 

TEMPERATURE 
Min.  Highest 

°P  op 

Lowest 

°F 

January  . 

42-43 

38-22 

53° 

on 

29 

30“ 

on 

13 

February  . 

4393 

37-30 

57“ 

on 

17, 

18 

26“ 

on 

3 

March  . 

4112 

3600 

59“ 

on 

25, 

26 

27“ 

on 

6 

April  . 

53  00 

43  90 

79° 

on 

16 

36° 

on 

10 

May  . 

54  80 

45-38 

66° 

on 

23 

42“ 

on 

14 

June  . 

6019 

52-23 

83° 

on 

27 

44“ 

on 

2 

July  . 

67-29 

57-20 

82° 

on 

26, 

27 

51° 

on 

3 

August  . 

65  94 

57  00 

81“ 

on 

15 

50“ 

on 

10 

September  . 

65-22 

58-80 

82“ 

on 

5 

52“ 

on 

16,  1 

October  . 

56  32 

50  22 

71“ 

on 

3 

36° 

on 

27,  2 

November  . 

45-23 

4020 

56“ 

on 

10 

33“ 

on 

15 

December  . 

43-77 

4166 

55“ 

on 

3 

30“ 

on 

12 

Means  . 

53-27 

49 

46-51 

89 

83“ 

on  27th 

June 

26°  on  3rd 

February 
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TABLE  V 


Rainfall 

( inches) 

Total 

Hours 

Sunshine 

Average  for  Above  or  Below 
S.E.  England  Average 

(anuary  . 

0'69 

87-7 

52 

+ 

35.7 

February  . 

0'63 

1420 

74 

+ 

68.0 

March  . 

090 

1140 

122 

- 

18.0 

\pril  . 

0-93 

2226 

169 

+ 

53.6 

May  . 

1-39 

208  8 

214 

- 

5.2 

unc  . 

0  61 

274-7 

216 

+ 

58.7 

luly  . 

1-66 

257-2 

216 

+ 

41.2 

\ugusi  . 

105 

2444 

201 

+ 

43.4 

September  . 

1-44 

180-7 

163 

+ 

17.7 

October  . 

5-43 

142-9 

107 

+ 

35.9 

November  . 

2'95 

84-2 

64 

4- 

20.2 

December  . 

1-28 

658 

45 

+ 

20.8 

YEAR . 

18-96 

20250 

1643 

+ 

382.0 

8. — I  have  already  expressed  my  gratitude  to  individual  Coun¬ 
is  for  the  encouragement  and  consideration  they  have  shown  me. 
wish  now  to  take  the  opportunity  to  place  on  record  my  recogni- 
on  of  the  excellent  and  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  me  by  Mr. 
ankhurst.  Chief  Clerk  in  my  Sheemess  Office,  through  whose  ini- 
ative,  resource  and  local  knowledge  my  duties  have  been  made 
ghter  and  more  pleasant. 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  CRICHTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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^ueenborough  Town  Council 

1949 


Mayor : 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  S.  Weekes,  j.p. 

Deputy-Mayor : 

Alderman  J.  S.  Bills,  j.p. 

Aldermen  : 

R.  J.  Wellard  R.  J.  Jennings 

Councillors : 

J.  Bentley 
F.  E.  Cackett 
F.  C.  Collis 
E.  G.  Dines 
Mrs.  M.  Dobner 
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Miss  D.  L.  Wood 
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A.  E.  Wellard 

Town  Clerk:  F.  Marshall 
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Public  Health  Department 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheerness. 

July,  1950 


To  the  Quecnborough  Town  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  on  t 
health  of  the  people  of  Queenborough  during  1949. 

On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  people  has  been  satisfactori 
The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen,  as  it  has  throughout  the  country,  and  : 
has  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate.  A  careful  study  of  the  latter,  ho\ 
ever,  shows  a  distinct  upward  trend  during  the  last  five  years. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  infectioi 
diseases  notified,  largely  due  to  the  periodic  measles  epidemic.  Tf 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis  shows  a  slight  upward  trend  since  194 

The  housing  situation  cannot  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  anj 
more  than  it  is  throughout  the  country  in  that  the  supply 
unlikely  to  meet  the  serious  demand  at  the  present  rate.  In  thes 
cii cumstances  the  advisability  of  an  improved  system  of  selectio 
of  tenants  has  been  referred  to  you. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  t 
Mr.  W.  F.  Dodds  for  his  loyal  assistance  and  co-operation  durin 
the  year  and  to  you  and  the  Council  for  your  encouragement  ant 
consideration. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  CRICHTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


.  Climate 

There  was  an  exceptionally  fine  summer  and  a  mild  winter  at 
)oth  beginning  and  end  of  the  year. 

.  Area  in  Acres 

Land  .  725 1 

Water  .  263  1.441 

Foreshore  .  453  j 

.  Population 

Estimated  mid-year,  1949  .  3,027 

This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  9  over  the  estimated  popula- 
ion  for  the  preceding  year  and  of  106  over  the  figure  for  1947. 
'he  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
eaths,  was  33. 

1.  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

861.  This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  29  over  the  number  of 
nhabited  houses  in  1948. 


i.  Rateable  Value  . £17,923 

i.  Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate  .  £75 


Births 

(a)  Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


SECTION  II. 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 
15  (29)* 
4  (3) 

19  (32) 


Females 

37  (41)* 
1  (2) 

38  (43) 


Totals 
52  (70)* 
5  (5) 

57  (75) 


The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  8.8%  (6.7%). 

The  total  number  of  births  was  18  less  than  that  of  the  pre- 
eding  year,  representing  a  difference  of  24%. 


(b)  Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  of  estimated  population  ...  18.8  (24.8) 

This  is  the  lowest  Birth  Rate  in  the  Borough  since  the  war. 
rhe  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1949  was  16.7  per  1,000  total 
)opulation. 


(c)  Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Legitimate 

...  2  (2) 

1  (1) 

3  (3) 

Illegitimate 

...  -  (0) 

-  (0) 

—  (0) 

Totals 

...  2  (2) 

1  (1) 

3  (3) 

The  percentage  of 

still-births  to  the  total  (live  and  still)  births 

was  5.0%.  For  1948  it  was  3.8%. 

*  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1948. 
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2.  Deaths 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  24, 
whom  17  were  males  and  7  females.  The  corresponding  figure’ f« 
the  preceding  year  was  35  of  whom  15  were  males  and  20  femal 

(b)  The  corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimate 
population  was  8.3  as  compared  with  11.6  in  1948  and  11.3  in  194 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  of  residen 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district  during  the  year 


TABLE  I 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

1  (-) 

-  (  1) 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

—  (  1) 

1  (  1) 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

—  (-) 

-  (  1) 

Cancer  of  other  sites  . 

—  (  3) 

-  (  2) 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  . 

1  (  2) 

1  (  2) 

Heart  diseases  . 

7  (  3) 

2  (  5) 

Bronchitis  . 

-  (  2) 

2  (  2) 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

2  (  1) 

—  (-) 

Pneumonia  . 

1  (— ) 

-  (-) 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

—  (-) 

—  (  1) 

Nephritis  . 

—  (— ) 

—  (  1) 

Premature  birth  . 

2  (— ) 

—  (  2) 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries,  in¬ 
fant  diseases  . 

—  (  1) 

—  (  1) 

Other  violent  causes  . 

—  (  1) 

2  (  1) 

—  (-) 

All  other  causes  . 

1  (  1) 

Totals  ... 

17  (15) 

7  (20) 

3.  Infant  Mortality 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  wa< 
less  in  1949 — 2  deaths — than  in  the  preceding  year — 5  deaths.  Thi< 
represents  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  35.1  per  1,000  live  births  as 
compared  with  a  rate  of  66.7  in  1948.  Welcome  as  this  figure  is,  a 
careful  study  of  the  records  suggests  an  upward  trend  in  infant 
mortality  in  the  Borough  since  1943. 

(b)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
32  per  1,000  live  births. 
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Natural  Increase  in  Population 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  33  as 
tmpared  with  differences  of  40,  39  and  43  in  the  years  1948,  1947 
id  1946  respectively. 


SECTION  m. 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

1.  The  very  considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infec¬ 
ts  disease  compared  with  the  preceding  year  is  attributable  to 
e  periodic  Measles  epidemic  which  was  fortunately  of  mild 
laracter.  Details  of  the  cases  notified  are  shown  in  the  following 
ble  : — 


TABLE  II. 


Disease 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Number  removed 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths 
registered. 

Scarlet  Fever 

5  (ID 

4 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1  (7) 

- 

1 

_ 

Diphtheria 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Measles 

142  (9) 

71 

71 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 
influenzal) 

2  (-) 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

I  (-) 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

Dysentery 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

-  (-) 

- 

— 

_ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

-  (3) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Smallpox 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Typhoid  ... 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

-  (-) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis— Pulmonary 

3  (6) 

2 

1 

4 

1 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

1  0) 

1 

- 

- 

Totals 

155  (37) 

79 

76 

8 

2 
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2.  The  age  distribution  of  the  cases  notified  are  shown 
Table  111  below  : — 


Age  Groups 


Disease 

At  all  ages 

Under  1  year 

ri 

• 

1 

O' 

1 

lo 

o 

<N 

i 

25-44 

45-64 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

1, 

3 

1 

_  1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- 

i 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_  | 

Measles 

142 

7 

31 

40 

63 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 
influenzal) 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox 

Typhoid  ... 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

1 

Totals 

155 

7 

33 : 

41 

66 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3.  Tuberculosis 

Although  happily  only  four  new  cases  were  notified  during  th< 
year  as  compared  with  seven  in  the  preceding  year,  the  trend  o 
incidence  since  1941  is  definitely  upward,  whether  this  be  measuret 
in  actual  cases  or  in  the  ratio  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  per  1.00( 
of  the  population.  Since  1943  the  ratio  of  deaths  has  been  highe: 
than  the  average  for  the  county.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  yeai 
is  shown  in  the  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  in  Table  IV 
below  : — 
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TABLE  IV 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

)n  Register,  1st  Jan..  1949  . 

M 

10 

F 

9 

M 

1 

F 

20 

Jew  notifications  . 

2 

i 

1 

4 

Jeaths  of  cases  not  previously  no¬ 
tified  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Restored  to  Register  . 

— 

'ransfers  from  other  districts  . 

Totals  . 

13 

10 

2 

- 

25 

)ied  during  year  . 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

Recovered  . 

~ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Lemoved  from  district  . 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals  . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Jumber  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register,  31st  Dec.,  1949  . 

11 

10 

2 

- 

23 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  the  following  figures 
lating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of  children 
ider  15  years  of  age  are  reproduced  : — 


TABLE  V 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

\  Total  number 

Percentage 

ear  of  Birth 

Immunisation 

Inoculation 

Immunised  at 

of  related 

in  1949 

in  1949 

end  of  1949 

population 

1949 

4 

4 

1948 

45 

— 

51 

1947 

9 

— 

56 

64.3 

1946 

1 

— 

51 

1945 

_ 

2 

40 

1944 

_ 

— 

52 

\ 

1943 

1 

— 

59 

1942 

— 

—  • 

44 

1941 

1 

3 

39 

1940 

1 

13 

39 

1939 

7 

14 

54 

90.1 

1938 

2 

9 

43 

1937 

— 

1 

46 

1936 

— 

— 

40 

1935 

— 

1 

47 

Totals 

71 

42 

665 

80.3 
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5.  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

1  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1949,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  VI 


Age  group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-Vaccinations 

Under  1 

9 

_ 

1  to  4  ... 

5 

— 

5  to  14 . 

1 

— 

15  and  over  ... 

4 

6 

Totals  ... 

19 

6 

6.  “  O  ”  Fever 

A  case  of  what  is  known  as  “  Q  ”  Fever  was  reported  in  a 
Oueenborough  resident  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  diagnosis  was 
confirmed  bacteriologically  and  the  case  made  a  complete  recovery. 
Careful  investigation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  revealed  no 
evidence  of  contact  with  or  exposure  to  livestock.  Another  case 
occurred  at  the  same  time  at  West  Minster.  Further  enquiries  into 
the  possible  origin  of  the  disease  are  being  made. 

SECTION  IV. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  Reference  to  my  taking  over  the  joint  appointment  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sheppey,  in  addition  to  the  three  main¬ 
land  districts  on  1st  July,  1949,  is  made  in  the  address  to  the  Joint 
M.O.H.  Committee  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

2.  The  Health  Services  administered  by  the  Borough  Council, 
as  in  the  case  of  all  County  District  Councils,  are  now  limited  to 
the  prevention  of  disease  and  the  maintenance  of  good  health  in  the 
environmental  sphere,  i.e.,  better  housing,  the  prevention  and  control 
of  disease,  including  infectious  disease,  food  and  food  inspection, 
water  supplies  and  vital  statistics.  Personal  health  services,  i.e., 
maternity  and  child  welfare,  school  health  services,  ambulance 
services,  domestic  help  and  health  visiting,  venereal  disease  and 
tuberculosis  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Kent  County  Council.  This 
office  has  no  official  information  of  the  services  provided  and  there 
is  a  deplorable  lack  of  liaison  between  environmental  and  personal 
health  services. 

3.  Water  Supply 

(a)  The  Water  Supply  for  the  Borough  is  derived  from  two 
deep  wells  at  Rushenden.  The  supply  is  plentiful  and  more  than 
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ccts  the  requirements  of  the  Borough  at  the  present  time, 
temically,  the  water  is  exceptionally  hard  (i.c.,  permanent  hard- 
ss  18.6:  temporary  hardness — 20.4;  total  hardness — 39.0). 
icteriologically  the  treated  water  has  not  been  of  very  satisfactory 
mdard,  but  improvements  in  the  protection  of  the  wells  and  in 
e  dosage  of  chlorine  had  resulted  by  the  end  of  the  year  in  the 
oduction  of  water  of  excellent  bacteriological  quality.  During 
e  year  28  samples  of  water,  treated  and  untreated,  were  taken  for 
cteriological  examination  ;  of  these,  11  were  satisfactory  and  17 
isatisfactory. 

(b)  The  total  consumption  of  water  during  the  year  was  42 
illion  gallons,  of  which  13^  million  gallons  were  used  for  trade 
irposes  and  28|  million  gallons  for  domestic  use.  The  average 
ily  consumption  per  head  of  population  (domestic)  was  25.8  gai¬ 
ns.  The  domestic  supply  is  all  piped. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  4(X)  yards  extension  of  surface  water  drainage  and  sewerage 
ire  carried  out  during  the  year  on  the  Rushenden  Housing  Estate. 

(b)  All  the  houses  in  the  Borough  (861)  are  connected  to  the 
wer  drainage  with  the  exception  of  18  houses  in  the  isolated  Pier 
jttages  community  which  are  adequately  served  by  three  cess- 
>ols. 

(c)  Sewage  is  disposed  of  untreated  into  the  Swale  River. 
Disposal  of  Refuse 

(a)  By  “  controlled  ”  tipping  on  the  Council’s  site  in  close 
oximity  to  the  Sheerness  site  at  West  Minster.  This  is,  frankly,  an 
esore  and  makes  the  road  running  beside  it,  one  of  the  main 
iproaches  to  Sheerness,  extremely  unpleasant,  especially  when 
gh  winds  blow  paper  and  dust  about.  A  more  rigid  system  of 
introl  appears  to  be  required  so  as  to  reduce  the  raw  surface  of 
e  tip. 

(b)  Fly  nuisance  from  the  tip  is  prevented  by  regular  treatment 
3-weekly  intervals  with  a  D.D.T.  spray  during  the  hot  season, 

id  tests  for  rats  are  carried  out  at  2-monthly  intervals. 

Schools  Sanitation 
Satisfactory. 

Public  Conveniences 

Provision  is  only  made  for  males  in  public  conveniences. 
Inspections 

The  detail  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
shown  in  Appendix  A. 

Nuisances 

The  detail  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  is  shown  in 
ppendix  B.  Statutory  notices  were  served  and  complied  with  in 
iree  instances,  the  remainder  abated  by  informal  notices. 

3.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

(a)  Terminal  disinfection  after  infectious  disease  was  carried 
■it  in  five  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
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(b)  No  disinfestation  was  required  for  bed  bugs  or  fleas,  but  it 
was  carried  out  in  two  cases  against  cockroaches. 

11.  Mosquito  Control 

Specimens  of  both  anophcline  (malaria  carrying)  and  culicinc 
types  of  mosquito  have  been  identified  in  this  District  and  a  large 
number  of  chironomus  insects  abound  during  the  hot  weather 
months.  Preventive  measures  to  suppress  breeding  are  carried  out 
by  the  spraying  of  Malariol  in  all  ditches,  channels  and  collections 
of  water.  The  general  public  have  been  instructed  in  the  adoption 
of  preventive  domestic  measures  by  D.D.T.  spraying. 

12.  Rodent  Control 

(a)  An  effective  drive  against  the  rat  population  infesting  the 
Glue  and  Chemical  Works  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

(b)  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  shown  in  the  follow¬ 


ing  table  : — 

Complaints  received  .  5 

Infestations  found  .  5 

Infestations  found  on  survey  .  8 

Treated  by  local  authority  .  13 

Treated  by  tenant  or  occupier  . 

Estimated  kill  .  200 


(c)  An  annual  test  of  the  sewers  showed  that  they  were  com 
pletely  free  from  rats. 


SECTION  V. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Under  the  present  organisation  it  is  more  appropriate  t< 
include  all  the  subjects  which  have  hitherto  been  referred  to  unde 
this  section  to  section  IV  (Provision  of  Health  Services)  as  thes< 
have  become  the  functions  permitted  to  a  County  District. 

2.  Queenborough  is  very  highly  industrialised  for  its  size  and 
in  fact,  the  major  industries  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  are  concentrate< 
in  the  Borough.  Complaints  of  noxious  fumes  from  certain  factorie 
are  made  from  time  to  time,  but  none  from  the  general  public  s< 
far.  Since  my  taking  over  I  have  only  once  been  personally  con 
scious  of  unpleasant  odours  and  these  were  remedied  at  once  oi 
application  to  the  factory  concerned.  I  am  confident  that  all  tha 
can  be  done  to  minimise  the  possibility  of  any  annoyance  is  bcin 
done. 

3.  A  considerable  tract  of  rough  land  near  the  mud-hole  ha 
been  used  for  some  time  for  the  dumping  of  trade  refuse.  This  ha 
been  done  in  a  haphazard  manner.  If  tipping  is  carried  out  system 
atically.  the  mud-hole  filled  and  levelled  with  a  bulldozer,  grea 
advantage  will  accrue  to  the  area  which  could  be  “  made  good  ”  i 
this  way  and  used  for  recreational  purposes. 
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SECTION  VI. 


HOUSING 


1.  The  housing  shortage  is  as  acute  in  the  Borough  as  it  is 
werywhere  else.  Good  progress  is  being  made  with  the  housing 
jrogrammc.  but,  although  62  new  permanent  houses  have  been 
rompleted  since  the  war,  of  which  24  were  completed  in  the  year 
inder  review,  the  demand  for  houses  is  still  far  in  excess  of  the 
upply.  Thus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  134  applicants 
in  the  housing  list  and  there  were  149  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
illocation  of  1950  is  only  20  new  houses  plus  4  brought  forward 
rorn  the  previous  year.  At  this  rate  it  is  quite  obvious  that  it  will 
lever  be  possible  to  catch  up  with  the  demand  for  houses  or  to 
:lose  down  or  demolish  houses  which  are  unfit  for  human  habitation 
)f  which  it  is  estimated  there  are  about  30  in  the  Borough. 

2.  A  number  of  complaints  have  reached  me  on  the  system 
n  force  for  the  selection  of  tenants  and  undoubtedly  where  there 
s  a  large  unsatisfied  demand  there  will  always  be  complaints.  On 
he  other  hand  it  is  all  the  more  necessary  that  scrupulous  attention 
&e  exercised  so  that  selection  is  based  on  priority  of  need.  The 
tecommendation  made  by  my  predecessor  that  the  present  system 
if  pointing  be  substituted  by  that  recommended  by  the  Housing 
Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  was  not 
ecepted  by  the  Council.  A  further  suggestion  made  since  I  took 
•ver  the  appointment  that  all  applications  for  houses  should  be 
eferred  to  the  Health  Department  for  inspection  and  assessment 
if  housing  needs  has  unfortunately  not  found  favour  with  the 
Council.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  relative  merits  of  each 
ase  can  be  fairly  assessed  without  such  inspection  and  report 
iefore  consideration  by  the  Council  for  selection. 


3.  Another  complaint  received  is  that  applicants  who  work 
n  the  Borough  but  have  of  necessity  to  live  elsewhere  are  not  being 
iven  due  consideration  in  the  selection  of  tenants  for  Council 
louses.  Although  residents  in  the  Borough  must  obviously  be  given 
ome  preference,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  exclude  non-residents 
Itogether  until  such  time  as  the  residents  have  been  re-housed.  A 
[tore  equitable  method  would  appear  to  be  required  to  avoid  such 
ases  falling  between  two  “  stools,”  as  for  instance  the  allocation 
if  a  proportion  of  the  houses  available  to  this  type  of  case,  e.g.. 
0%. 


4.  The  Council  houses  whigh  are  being  built  in  the  Rushendcn 
rca  are  of  excellent  design,  well  laid  out,  healthy  habitations, 
'nfortunately,  many  who  are  inadequately  housed  "find  it  impos- 
ible  to  face  the  rents  which  must  be  charged  for  them. 

5.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of 
lousing  during  the  year  is  summarised  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected  for  defects  .  59 

(b)  Inspections  carried  out  in  respect  of  (a) .  161 
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(c)  Number  of  houses  found  defective 

(d)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice  56 
(c)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  statutory  notice 

No  action  was  taken  under  Sections  1 1  and  12  (Demolition  and 
Closing  Order)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  owing  to  the  difficult) 
in  the  implied  obligation  to  re-house  the  occupants  in  the  circum¬ 
stances  obtaining  to-day.  On  the  other  hand,  encouragement  ha; 
been  shown  to  owners  of  property,  which  has  been  made  the  subjeci 
of  demolition  orders  to  effect  adequate  repairs  so  as  to  render  then 
fit  for  habitation. 


SECTION  VII. 


FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


I.  Food  Bye-laws  I 

The  Council  accepted  the  recommendation  to  adopt  the  Bye 
Laws  suggested  for  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food 
These  wilt  come  into  force  in  the  new  year. 


2.  Milk 

(a)  There  are  no  producers  in  the  district,  but  there  are  1 
retailers.  Of  these  4  sell  non-designated  raw  milk,  an  unusuall 
high  proportion,  5  Sterilised  Milk.  1  Pasteurised  Milk  and  anothe 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

(b)  Eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  examination  by  th 
County  Laboratory  with  the  following  results 


Designation 

Non-designated  milk  ... 
Pasteurised  milk 


No.  of  Satisfactory 

I'nsatisfactory 

samples 

5  4 

1 

5  1  2 

1 

3.  Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  producers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  Borough,  but  tw 
premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream,  bot 
pre-packed.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  taking  < 
samples. 

4.  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

As  a  result  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspect! 
the  following  items  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  huma 


consumption  : — 

Meat — fresh .  56  lbs. 

Meat — tinned  .  lbs. 

Fish  .  37  lbs. 

Milk — tinned  74]  pts. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  108^  lbs. 
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.  Fish  Frying 

There  are  two  fried  fish  shops  in  the  district  and  both  are  kept 
i  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Bakehouses 

There  are  two  bakehouses  in  operation  and  both  are  kept 

itisfactorily. 


.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector.  Weights  and  Measures  Dc- 
artment,  Kent  County  Council,  the  following  details  of  samples 
iken  in  the  Borough  are  included  : — 


Article 

Ammoniated  tincture  of  quinine 

Dessert  powder  . 

Gelatine  . 

Milk  . 

Salad  cream  . 

Spirits  of  ammonia 


No.  of  samples 

1 
3 
1 

16 

1 
1 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
blowing  : — 

Salad  cream — Inferior.  Oil  21.0%  (standard  25%). 

Old  stock.  Manufacturers  contacted. 


SECTION  vm. 

FACTORIES’  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : — 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2. 

3.  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authorities  (no  mech¬ 
anical  power) 

Factories  not  included  above  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
local  authority  (mechanical 
power)  ...  . 

10 

60 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers'  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found .  Nil 

3.  Out-work  (Sections  110  and  111)  .  Nil 

25 


APPENDIX  A. 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY 
THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Refuse  receptacles 

Bakehouses  .  . 

Verminous  houses  (excluding  bugs) 

Factories  and  workplaces . 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment 

Rats  and  Mice  . 

Refuse  tips  . 

Schools  . 

Shops  (1934  Act) . 

Stables  and  Piggeries  . 

Water  samples  ...  . 

Water  supplies  . 

Mosquito  control  .  .  ••• 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  and 

Acts  . 

Re-visits  to  above  houses 
Disinfections  after  infectious  disease 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  . 

Fishmongers  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Grocers  . 

Dairies  ...  . 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 
Restaurants  ... 

Food  manufacturing  premises 


Housing 


No.  of  Visits 

60 

5 
60 
4 
36 
12 
12 
68 
2 
24 
52 

6 

59 
102 
4 
12 
12 
4 
6 

3 
6 

4 


Total 


560 


APPENDIX  B. 

NUISANCES  ABATED 


Defective  sanitary  accommodation 
Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters 

Dampness  . 

Roofs  . 

Walls  and  ceilings  . 

Floors  ...  •••.  . 

Windows  and  ventilation 

Washing  coppers  . 

Water  supplies  . 

Refuse  receptacles 
Verminous  rooms 


Number 

2 

2 

7 
2 
3 

8 
9 
2 
3 

30 

2 


70 
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Total 


Slieerncss  Urban  District 
Council 
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W.  C.  Butterworth 
A.  G.  Coats,  j.p. 

R.  J.  Davie 
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Mrs.  E.  M.  Litton 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheerness. 

July,  1950. 


To  ill?  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Sheerness  Urban 
District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  herewith  my  first  annut 
report  on  the  public  health  of  the  Urban  District. 

Although  both  the  death  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rat 
show  a  further  decline,  it  cannot,  unfortunately,  be  stated  that  th 
situation  is  entirely  satisfactory.  Such  portents  as  the  rising  inc 
dence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  appalling  slums  of  Blue  Tow 
and  Mile  Town  and  the  distress  caused  by  the  acute  housing  shor 
age,  give  no  cause  for  satisfaction,  particularly  so  when  the  housin 
problem,  despite  the  Council's  efforts,  is  far  from  being  solve< 
Housing  progress  cannot  be  judged  solely  by  the  sum  of  new  house 
built,  but  by  the  rate  at  which  the  urgent  demand  for  houses  is  me 
and  the  rate  at  which  unfit  houses  can  be  demolished  and  the 
occupants  suitably  re-housed.  The  growing  housing  list  makes 
obvious  that  the  supply  is  not  keeping  pace  with  the  demand,  whi 
in  the  field  of  slum  clearance  it  has  only  been  possible  to  deal  wit 
an  infinitesimal  fraction  of  the  whole  problem.  I  realise  that  it 
unreasonable  to  expect  any  extensive  clearances  under  the  circun 
stances  prevailing  to-day  ;  on  the  other  hand,  I  find  it  impossib 
to  be  complacent  while  families  continue  to  live  in  ruinous,  leakin 
damp  and  cold  structures  they  have  to  call  their  homes  with  pO( 
prospect  of  relief  and  improvement  in  the  near  future. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  public  conscience  is  begii 
ning  to  be  roused  on  the  question  of  better  food  hygiene  and  it 
to  be  hoped  that  the  lectures  delivered  to  senior  school  children 
the  district  will  ultimately  bear  some  fruit.  Improvement  in  tl 
poor  standards  which  prevail  in  certain  quarters  can  only  1 
achieved  by  public  interest  and  public  demand.  Much  good  shou 
accrue  to  this  cause  by  the  introduction  of  the  new  Food  Byelav 
which  you  have  adopted  on  the  recommendation  of  this  Office. 
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I  am  most  sincerely  grateful  to  you.  Mr.  Chairman  and 
ouncillors.  for  the  consideration  you  have  shown  me  and  the 
icou  rage  men  t  you  have  given  me.  I  also  wish  to  express  my 
ratitude  to  my  colleagues  on  the  stair  of  the  Council  for  their 
ivariablc  help  and  co-operation  and  to  the  staff  of  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
ts  (Messrs.  Jacob  and  Lewis)  who  have  carried  out  their  duties 
ery  conscientiously  and  most  satisfactorily. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  CRICHTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
.  Climate 

There  was  an  exceptionally  fine  summer  and  a  mild  winter, 
oth  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year. 

Area  in  Acres 
969.  No  change. 

Population 

Estimated  mid-year  1949  : — 

Civilian  .  14,840 

Total  .  16,400 

The  civilian  population  shows  an  increase  of  160  over  the  esti- 
tated  population  for  1948  and  of  520  over  the  figure  for  1947. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

4,183.  This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  75  over  the  number 
f  inhabited  houses  in  1948. 


Rateable  Value 

Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate 

SECTION  II 


£109,725 

£420/10/- 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

(a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  128  (157)* 

Illegitimate  ...  8  (14) 

Totals  ...  136  (171) 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  5.7% 

The  total  number  of  births  was  47  (or  15.1  %)  less  than  in  1948. 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

Per  1,000  of  civilian  population .  17.8  (21.2) 

*  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1948 
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Females 
121  (135)* 
7  (5) 

128  (140) 


Totals 
249  (292)* 
15  (19) 
264  (311) 
(6.3%). 


The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1948  was  16.7  pet* 


1,000  total  population. 

(c)  Still-Births 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  7  (4) 

Illegitimate  ...  —  (2) 

Totals  ...  7  (6) 

The  percentage  of  still-births  to  the 
was  3.6%.  For  1948  it  was  2.5%. 


Females 

Totals 

3  (2) 

10  (6) 

-  (0) 

(2) 

3  (2) 

10  (8) 

total  (live  and  still)  births 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  185,  of 
whom  97  were  males  and  88  females.  The  corresponding  figure 
for  the  preceding  year  was  190  of  whom  103  were  males  and  87 

females.  . 

(b)  The  corrected  Death  Rate  per  1.000  of  the  civilian  popu¬ 
lation  was  11.5  as  compared  with  12.9  in  1948  and  13.8  in  1947. 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7. 

(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  of  residents 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district  during  the  year 


TABLE  I. 


Males 

F  einales 

4  (  5) 

4  (  3) 

2  (  1) 

1  (  -) 

1  (  — ) 

—  (  -) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  1) 

1  (  -) 

2  (  1) 

1  (  5) 

1  (  1) 

-  (  -) 

5  (  3) 

10  (  15) 

8  (  6) 

1  (  — ) 

-  (  1) 

5  (.  14) 

9  (  22) 

39  (  29) 

38  (  27) 

2  (  4) 

-  (  4) 

5  (  7) 

6  (  3) 

5  (  3) 

1  (  -) 

3  (  1) 

-  (  -) 

5  (  2) 

-  (  -) 

2  (  — ) 

2  (  3) 

3  (  3) 

2  (  3) 

-  (  1) 

1  (  -) 

2  (  1) 

1  (  2) 

1  (  -) 

1  (  1) 

2  (  2) 

1  (  -) 

3  (  10) 

5  (  6) 

97  (103) 

88  (  87) 

Disease 


Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Syphilitic  diseases  . 

Influenza  ... 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 
Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M) 

and  uterus  (F)  . 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

Diabetes  . 

lntra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  diseases  . 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis  ...  . 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis  . 

Premature  birth  ...  ... 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries,  infant 
diseases 

Suicide  . 

Other  violent  causes  . 

All  other  causes 
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The  only  remarkable  feature  in  Table  I  is  that  only  14 
aths  from  intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  were  reported  as  against 
in  the  preceding  year. 


Ini  ant  Mortality 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was 
two  less  than  in  1948.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
-ths  was  11.3  as  compared  with  16.1  the  previous  year,  a  very 
tisfactory  improvement.  The  trend  of  infant  mortality  during  the 
st  30  years  has  been  steadily  downward,  although  it  has  been 
iher  than  the  County  rate  by  a  small  margin. 


TABLE  II 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Atelectasis  Pulmonis 
’rematurity 
daternal  Pneumonia 

(15  hours) 

1 

— 

ntra-cranial  haemorrhage 

’rematuriiy  . 

Jnavoidable  haemorrhage 
of  mother 

(4  days) 

(Placenta  praevia) 

1 

— 

’rematurity  . 

(17  hours) 

— 

1 

(c)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  32 
r  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  34  in  1948. 


Natural  Increase  in  Population 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  79  as 
mpared  with  differences  of  121,  159  and  119  in  the  years  1948, 
M  and  1946,  respectively. 
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SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREV  ALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

TABLE  III 


Disease 


2 

o 


u 

3 

s 


cd 

E 

U 

U- 


•o 

u  . 

>  — 
o  <3  I 


E-s. 


- 

.v  fli 

w  - 


Q  2 


u  * 

Is 

3 

z 


2  S? 
o  w 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles  . 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary 

influenzal)  . 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

Dysentery  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox  . 

Typhoid  . 

Malaria  ...  . 

Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis— Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


Totals 


44  (12) 

18 

26 

22 

- 

15  (48) 

6 

9 

-  U) 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

518  (21) 

253 

265 

7 

(6) 

5 

2 

1 

6 

5 

(9) 

2 

3 

1 

(1) 

- 

1 

1 

- 

—  (1) 

- 

— 

—  (— ) 

— 

— 

— 

—  (1) 

- 

- 

3 

(4) 

- 

3 

— 

— 

—  (— ) 

- 

• 

—  (-) 
—  (3) 

— 

: 

- 

- 

-  (-) 

14  (8) 

10 

4 

10 

8 

1 

(3) 

1 

" 

608  (118) 

295 

313 

34 

14 

1.  Comment  , 

(a)  The  very  considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infc 
tious  disease  during  the  year  was  almost  entirely  attributable 
the  periodic  Measles  epidemic,  but  there  was  also  an  apprcciaf 
rise  in  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Pulmonary  Tubercul 
sis.  Whooping  Cough,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  a  welcor 
diminution. 

(b)  The  solitary  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  a  severe  paraly 

case,  both  legs  being  badly  affected.  No  evidence  of  the  source 
infection  could  be  ascertained.  . 

(c)  The  age  distribution  of  the  cases  notified  is  shown  in  Tar 
IV.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  cases  of  Measles  occurr 
among  pre-school  and  school  children  in  the  5-9  group  and  that  t 
cases  of  W'hooping  Cough  were  confined  to  these  age  groups. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Disease 


At  Ages  and  Years 


to 

a 


a 

u 


u 

•u 

c 

D 


n 

o 

>. 


c 

a 

t> 

>. 


U 

>, 


let  Fever  . 

aoping  Cough  . 

htheria  . 

ales  . 

te  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal)  . 

ipelas  . 

te  Poliomyelitis  . 

ntery  . 

thalmia  Neonatorum  . 

■peral  Pyrexia  . 

box  . 

Bid  . 

d  Poisoning  . . 

erculosis — Pulmonary  . 

Non-Pulmonary  .. 


Totals  ... 


44 

15 


518 

7 

5 

1 


14 

1 


608 


126 


13 


135 


7  30 

3  4 


145  225 


156  263 


10 


■"t 

\D 


1/1 


17 


6  - 


(d)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  mostly  affected  the  25-45  age 
oup,  and  two  unusually  young  subjects,  one  of  1  year  of  age. 
lere  has  been  a  definite  upward  trend  in  the  incidence  of  tubercu- 
sis  since  the  end  of  the  war.  The  association  of  bad  housing  with 
ilmonary  tuberculosis  has  been  long  established  and  there  can  be 
>  doubt  that  the  deplorable  housing  conditions  in  the  district  will 
ive  contributed  to  the  rise.  A  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis 
gister  is  shown  at  Table  V. 
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65  and  over 


TABLE  V 


SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Total 

On  Register,  1st  January.  1949 

44 

37 

8 

14 

103 

New  notifications 

10 

4 

1 

0 

15 

Deaths  of  cases  not  previously  notified 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Restored  to  Register  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Transfers  from  other  districts . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  . 

56 

41 

9 

14 

120 

Died  . 

•4 

5 

0 

0 

9 

Recovered 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Removed  from  district  . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Totals  . 

5 

7 

0 

0 

12 

Number  of  cases  remaining  in  Register 

14 

108 

on  31st  December,  1949 

51 

34 

9 

*  1  Died  in  1948 


2.  Diththlria  Immunisation 

By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  the  figures  of  th 
state  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  are  shown  in  Table  VI. 


TABLE  VI. 


Year  of 
Birth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1949 

Reinforcing 
inoculation 
in  1949 

Total  number 
immunised  at 
end  of  1949 

Percentage 
of  related 
population 

1949 

14 

_ 

14 

) 

1948 

216 

— 

243 

l  57.5 

1947 

13 

— 

162 

1946 

3 

— 

207 

) 

1945 

5 

4 

175 

1944 

4 

17 

213 

1943 

1 

3 

164 

1942 

— 

2 

197 

1941 

— 

2 

197 

1940 

— 

7 

148 

V  83.9 

1939 

— 

2 

147 

1938 

— 

— 

183 

1937 

— 

3 

172 

1936 

— 

2 

170 

1935 

1 

2 

124 

Totals  ... 

257 

44 

2,516 

73.2 
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Vaccination  Against  Smai  i  pox 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
irticulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  contained  in 
e  following  table  : 

TABLE  VII. 


Primary 

Age  Group 

Vaccinations 

Ke-Vaccinations 

Under  1  year  ... 

88 

1  to  4  years  ... 

52 

2 

5  to  14  years  ... 

7 

9 

15  and  over  ... 

31 

61 

Totals 

178 

72 

SECTION  IV. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  AND 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Watf.r  Supply 

(a)  The  water  supply  is  derived  from  two  main  sources  — 
nity  Road  bore  and  Sheerness  East  bore,  and  by  augmentation 
m  the  Sheppey  Water  Company  by  bulk  supply.  Even  with  this 
^mentation,  the  supply  does  not  meet  with  the  demand  and  it 
impossible  therefore  to  maintain  a  24-hour  supply  with  the 
;ndant  risks  and  inconvenience  of  an  intermittent  supply. 

(b)  Probably  due  to  this  intermittent  supply,  the  bacteriological 
dity  of  the  water  as  revealed  by  samples  taken  during  the  year 
;  been  very  indifferent.  In  the  main  the  water  at  the  source  has 
:n  of  good  quality,  but  treated  water  in  the  periphery  has  had 
her  counts  than  is  usually  accepted  in  a  good  piped  supply.  It 
ioubtful  if  any  consistently  satisfactory  standards  can  be  attained 
il  a  24-hour  supply  can  be  ensured.  Meanwhile,  improvements 
the  dosage  of  chlorination  have  resulted  in  better  samples  from 
h  sources,  but  this  must  be  regarded  only  as  a  palliative  measure 
1  the  condition  remains  insecure  and  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  25 
ip!es  of  raw  water  and  51  of  treated  water  taken  during  the 
r,  8  and  16  respectively  were  considered  unsatisfactory.  Repairs 
the  high  level  storage  tank  in  Trinity  Road  should  remove  at 
st  one  possible  source  of  contamination. 

(c)  Chemically  the  water  from  both  sources  is  satisfactory. 

:  hardness  of  the  Sheemess  East  supply  was  13.6  (permanent  3.0, 
iporary  10.6)  whilst  that  of  Trinity  Road  was  9.2  (permanent 

temporary  8.8). 
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(d)  Approximately  95%  of  the  inhabited  houses  ha\c  a  pipe 
water  supply  in  the  house  and  the  remainder  are  supplied  by  stanc 
pipes. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  No  additions  or  improvements  have  been  made. 

(b)  All  houses  are  connected  to  main  drainage  with  the  excel 
tion  of  one.  Action  is  being  taken  in  this  case  to  secure  conncctic 
to  the  sewer. 

(c)  One  house  and  school  pavilion  were  connected  to  tne  ma 
drainage  resulting  in  the  abolition  of  two  cesspools. 

(d)  With  the  exception  of  a  tennis  club,  using  chemical  close 
no  other  premises  are  without  main  drainage. 

3.  Disposal  of  Refuse 

(a)  Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping  at  West  Minster.  In  sp 
of  efforts  to  introduce  controlled  tipping,  lack  of  covering  mater 
has  prevented  the  successful  operation  of  the  tip  which  is  aim. 
permanently  on  fire.  The  available  tipping  ground  is  now  limit, 
and  the  western  end  of  the  canal  at  West  Minster  where  coveri 
material  is  available  will  shortly  have  to  be  used.  _ 

(d)  Gammexane  has  been  successfully  used  against  flies  a 
systematic  baiting  and  poisoning  of  rats  undertaken.  The  perm, 
ent  fires  on  the  tip,  although  giving  rise  to  smoke  nuisance  w 
southerly  winds,  has  also  minimised  infestations. 

4.  Schools  Sanitation 

No  complaints  have  been  received  from  any  of  the  schools 
the  district. 

5.  Public  Conveniences 

Additional  conveniences  for  both  sexes  were  opened  in  N 
in  Wood  Street,  former  A.R.P.  premises  being  converted  for 
purpose. 

6.  Public  Baths 

(a)  Slipper  Baths  were  opened  in  Wood  Street  during  the  \ 
and  have  met  an  outstanding  need.  During  the  seven  months  t 
were  open  during  the  year  an  average  of  1 10  persons  per  week  i 
them  and  it  is  hoped  that  even  fuller  use  will  be  made  as  tl 

amenities  become  better  known. 

(b)  The  Aquarena  on  the  sea  front  continues  to  be  very  pc 
lar  and  it  is  estimated  that  approximately  62,000  bathers  used 
baths  during  the  summer  season,  an  average  of  120  adults  and 
children  per  day.  The  record  attendance  on  one  day  was  1,400, 
durine  spells  of  fine  weather  850  daily  bathers  is  an  average. 

(c)  The  swimming  bath  sea  water  is  tested  regularly.  V 
the  chlorinating  plant  was  out  of  action  towards  the  end  of 
summer,  results  of  bacteriological  examination  were  very  uns 
factory.  New  chlorinating  plant  has  since  been  installed. 


Inspections 

The  details  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
re  shown  in  Appendix  A. 


.  Nuisances 

(a)  The  details  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  arc  shown 
i  Appendix  B.  Seven  statutory  notices  were  served,  the  remainder 
cine  abated  by  informal  action. 

(b)  Special  investigations  have  been  carried  out  into  the  smoke 
nd  grit  nuisance  arising  from  the  Gas  Works  at  West  Minster, 
here  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  a  nuisance  exists,  but  chemical 
nd  quantitative  analyses  are  still  awaited.  The  fact  remains  that 
lere  is  little  likelihood  of  any  substantial  improvement  being 
ttained  at  this  plant,  owing  to  its  antiquated  design,  without  a  very 
onsiderable  expenditure  of  money  and  this,  in  view  of  the  possi- 
ility  of  the  closure  of  the  plant  in  the  near  future,  is  not  a  prac- 
cable  proposition. 


.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

(a)  Thirty-three  rooms  and  30  lots  of  bedding  were  disinfected 
ftcr  cases  of  infectious  disease.  All  library  books  at  premises 
here  infectious  disease  occurs  arc  disinfected  before  being  returned 

)  circulation. 

(b)  The  following  are  details  of  premises  disinfested  : — 


(i)  Bed  Bugs — 

Council  houses 
Other  premises 

(ii)  Fleas  — 

Council  houses 
Other  premises 

(iii)  Other  insect  pests  — 

Council  houses 
Other  premises 


Premises  Rooms 

...  2  4 

...  31  71 


3  7 


7  9 


(c)  A  disused  shop  used  for  storage  was  found  to  be  infested 
nth  beetles  which  were  identified  as  the  “  bacon  or  larder  beetle  ” 
iermestes  lardarius). 

(d)  The  method  employed  against  bugs  is  by  spraying  with 
ialdecide  containing  D.D.T.  and  repeating  where  necessary  after 
4  days,  bedding  being  dusted  with  Zaldecide  powder.  For  cock- 
aaches  and  fleas,  Zaldecide  powder  is  swept  into  cracks  and  cre- 
ices  and  floors,  skirtings,  etc. 

0.  Mosquito  Control 

(a)  Complaints  were  received  during  the  year  of  mosquito  in¬ 
flations  in  the  houses  backing  on  the  canal  area.  Investigations 
diich  followed  revealed  extensive  breeding  of  the  Aedes  detritus 
losquito  in  a  channel  running  along  the  back  of  the  gardens  of 
lese  premises.  These  were  suitably  treated  with  Malariol  and. 
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D.D.T.  and  recommendation?  were  made  for  the  piping  of  this 
channel.  Breeding  was  also  found  in  domestic  water  butts  and 

cisterns.  .... 

(b)  Owing  to  the  many  possible  breeding  places  in  the  broken 

e round  in  close  proximity  to  the  town,  chief  reliance  is  being  placed 
on  the  education  of  the  public  in  individual  domestic  spraying  with 
commercial  D.D.T.  sprays.  In  addition  routine  spraying  of  many 
of  the  probable  breeding  places  and  of  hibernating  refuges  of  the 
mosquitoes,  i.e.,  pieaeries  and  stables,  is  carried  out.  A  5%  D.D.T. 
emulsion  in  water  is  also  being  used  to  spray  hedges,  etc.,  in  which 
mosquitoes  may  hide  during  the  mating  season. 

(c)  No  specimens  of  Anopheline  (malaria  carrying)  mosquitoes 
were  identified  during  the  year,  although  these  are  known  to  breed 
extensively  in  neiahbouring  districts  in  which  the  same  conditions 

PIXN!(d)  Liaison  with  Military  and  Naval  Authorities  in  the  district 
is  maintained  in  anti-mosquito  measures. 


11.  Rodent  Control  .  ■ 

Details  of  complaints  and  treatment  carried  out  during  the 

vear  are  shown  below  : — 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  45 

Infestations  found  ...  •••  •••  •••  35 

Infestation?  found  on  survey 

Treated  by  local  authority’s  operator  ...  ...  40 

Treated  by  occupier  ...  ...  •••  .  •••  Nil 

A  maintenance  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  carried  out  in  Junt 
when  70  manholes  were  baited,  10  showing  takes  of  bait.  A  fur 
ther  treatment  was  done  in  January,  1950. 


SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


1.  Housing  Progress  ,  ,  ,  _ 

(a)  60  permanent  houses  were  built  by  the  Council  during  tn 
year  and  a  further  70  were  under  construction.  3  were  also  bull 
bv  private  enterprise  and  2  were  under  construction. 

'  (b)  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  built  sine 


the  war : — 


During  Total  sine 
1949  end  of  we 


(i)  Council  houses 

Temporary,  completed  ••• 

Temporary,  under  construction  ... 
Permanent,  completed  ...  ...  60 

Permanent,  under  construction  ...  70 

(ii)  Private  enterprise  — 

Permanent,  completed  ...  3 

Permanent,  under  construction  ...  2 
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(c)  The  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  list  was 
>2  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  704  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Slum  Clearance 

(a)  The  following  four  Clearance  Orders  were  made  by  the 
)uncil  in  1949  and  were  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Ministry 

Health  : — 

(i)  Sheerness  (Russell  Street)  Clearance  Order.  1949. 

71,  73.  73a.  75  and  77.  Russell  Street. 

Confirmed  by  Ministry  of  Health,  21st  January.  1950. 

(ii)  Sheerness  (Hope  Street  No.  1)  Clearance  Order.  1949. 

49  and  51  Hope  Street.  51  and  51a.  Bell  Alley. 

Confirmed  by  Ministry  of  Health,  10th  March,  1950. 

(iii)  Sheerness  (Hope  Street  No.  2)  Clearance  Order.  1949. 

59  and  61.  Hope  Street. 

Confirmed  by  Ministry  of  Health,  10th  March.  1950. 

(iv)  Sheemess  (Hope  Street  No.  3)  Clearance  Order.  1949. 

4  and  5,  Brewery  Row. 

Confirmed  by  Ministry  of  Health.  10th  March,  1950. 

(b)  This  is  a  good  beginning  but  the  standard  of  much  of  the 
operty  in  Blue  Town  and  Mile  Town  is  extremely  bad  and  further 
indentations  would  be  made  if  it  were  possible  to  ensure  the  re¬ 
using  of  the  tenants,  many  of  whom  are  living  in  deplorable  cir- 
mstances.  Until  the  housing  programme  can  be  considerably 
:pped  up  the  progress  of  slum  clearance  must  necessarily  be  very 
)w,  so  slow  in  fact  that  the  situation  must  be  regarded  as  very 
rious.  This  also  affects  the  very  considerable  number  of  people 
10  are  sharing  houses  and  living  under  very  great  mental  strain. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Apart  from  houses  which  are  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit 
it  reasonable  cost  ”  and  would  be  made  the  subject  of  Demolition 
•ders,  there  is  a  large  number  requiring  repairs  which,  at  present 
y  prices  and  with  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  Rent  Restric- 
>ns  Acts,  it  is  difficult  to  have  improved,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
alth  and  happiness  of  the  occupants.  In  these  cases  only  minimum 
pairs  can  fairly  be  insisted  on  in  these  circumstances.  Some 
•uses  may  be  capable  of  improvement  within  the  terms  of  the 
ausing  Act,  1949,  but  the  provisions  of  this  Act  deal  specifically 
th  improvements  and  not  with  repairs  which  the  combination  of 
'cumstances  above  plus  the  neglect  enforced  by  the  war  vears 
ve  now  rendered  acute  and  formidable. 

Housing  Applications 

(a)  The  points  system  in  force  ensures  the  allocation  of  houses 
cording  to  the  greatest  need.  There  is,  however,  need  for  a  pro- 
rtional  allocation  (say  10%)  of  new  houses  to  be  made  for  the 
lousing  of  tenants  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  so  that 
least  a  gradual  programme  of  slum  clearance  may  be  maintained 
would  obviously  be  unjust  to  wait  until  all  those  sharing  a  house 
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have  been  accommodated  before  those  living  in  unfit  houses  a: 
tenants  can  be  considered. 

(b)  It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  applicants  by  the  eni 
of  the  year  was  greater  by  no  less  than  212  than  the  number  on  th< 
list  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  fact  clearly  indicates  that  th 
supply  is  not  meeting  the  growing  demand  and  any  curtailment  c 
the  present  inadequate  housing  programme  must  therefore  be  re 
garded  as  extremely  serious. 


(e) 


(f) 


525 

642 


5 _ Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housin 

during  the  year  is  summarised  below  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected  for  defects  ... 

(b)  Inspections  carried  out  in  respect  of  (a) 

(c)  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Regs.  1925  and  1932  ... 

(d)  Inspections  made  in  respect  of  (c) 

Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(preliminary  housing  survey) 
w  Houses  found  defective  ...  ••• 

(g)  Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice 

(h)  Houses  rendered  fit  by  statutory  notice 


13 

54 


263 

259 

164 
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SECTION  VI 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


On  the  recommendation  of  the  Health  Department,  the  Cou 
cil  approved  the  adoption  of  the  Model  Byelaws  for  the  handli 
and  wrapping  of  food.  These  should  do  much  to  improve 
standards  of  procedure  in  force  in  many  establishments  where  t 
necessity  of  the  precautions  recommended  is  not  fully  realised. 


2.  Milk  Supply  • 

(a)  Number  of  producers  . 

Number  of  retailers  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

(b)  Number  of  retailers  of : —  H 

Pasteurised  milk 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  ...  ...  •••  | 

Sterilised  milk  ... 

(c)  24  routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  a 
the  results  arc  shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Designation 

Pasteurised 

T.T.  Pasteurised 
Sterilised  . 

No.  of 
Samples 

20 

2 

2 

Res 

Satisfactory 

18 

2 

2 

ult 

Unsatisfactory 

2 

40 

The  defect  causing  the  two  unsatisfactory  samples  was  traced 

id  remedied. 

(d)  It  is  regretted  that  the  new  legislation  transferred  respon- 
bility  for  supervision  of  heat  treatment  plants  from  the  Urban 
istrict  Council  to  the  County  Council  whilst  the  dairy  premises 
main  under  the  Urban  District  Council’s  supervision,  resulting 
unnecessary  and  avoidable  duplication  of  visits. 


Ice  Cream 

(a)  The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
arage  or  sale  of  Ice  Cream  are  : — 

Sale  and  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _ 

Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  g 


(b)  40  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  examination 
id  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


15 

16 

4 

5 


(c)  The  sample  results  have  confirmed  observations  of  a  steady 
id  maintained  improvement  in  the  manufacture  and  handling  of 
:  cream  generally.  In  some  establishments  frequent  changes  of 
:rsonnel,  many  without  experience  of  this  trade  and  of  the  special 
»ks  involved,  emphasise  the  recurring  need  to  educate  operatives 

hygienic  methods  to  ensure  satisfactory  results.  In  the  interests 
Public  Health  it  would  appear  that  the  Food  Trade  should 
cognise  some  established  standard  of  proficiency  in  the  handling 
foodstuffs,  particularly  ice  cream,  which  could  be  attained  after 
period  of  apprenticeship  at  recognised  establishments.  As  things 
e,  no  technical  or  hygienic  educational  standards  are  demanded 
the  employees  engaged  and  these  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

(d)  Representations  have  been  made  by  the  Council  on  the 
commendation  of  the  Health  Department  on  the  inadequacy  of 
e  present  system  whereby  no  chemical  standards  of  quality  are 
escribed  for  ice  cream  products.  So  far  the  Ministry  appear  to  be 
'ncerned  more  with  ensuring  the  production  of  quantity  rather 
an  of  quality  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  representations  made  will 
timately  bear  fruit  so  that  the  public  may  be  protected  from  un- 
rupulous  vendors. 
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4  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

(a)  The  amount  of  food  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  was  10  tons  4  cwts.  1  qr.  18}  lbs 
Details  are  given  below  : — 

lbs. 


Meat,  butchers  . 
„  tinned 
„  preserved 
Bacon 
Rabbits 
Poultry 
Fish 

Milk  ... 

Fruit 

Vegetables 

Cheese 

Preserves 

Cereals 

Various 

Potatoes 


...  175} 

...  75 

...  91 

5 

...  54 

...  116 
...  893 
...  141 

...  62 
...  92 

...  58 

...  50 

...  49 

...  313 
9  tons  5  cwt. 


(b)  The  need  is  emphasised  for  further  refrigeration,  partici 
larly  grocery  and  provision  shops  also  dealing  in  rabbits,  chicke 
and  prepared  meats.  There  have  been  several  instances  of  improv. 
ments  effected  in  the  rooms  at  the  rear  of  shops  to  secure  bett< 
standards  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  in  relation  to  pr< 
vision  of  washing  facilities,  hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  staff  roon 
separated  from  preparing  and  storage  rooms. 


5.  Fish  Frying  . 

There  are  eight  fried  fish  shops  in  the  district.  Improvemer 
with  new  frying  ranges  are  contemplated  at  two  shops  and  are  e 
pected  to  be  completed  early  in  1950.  Generally  the  trade  is  carrn 
on  in  a  satisfactory  manner ;  in  two  instances  nuisances  were  e 
perienced  through  inadequate  ventilation  and  these  were  satisfa 
torily  abated. 


Five  inspections  of  premises  handling  shell-fish  were  mac 
The  trade  locally  appears  long  established  and  is  carried  on  by 
few  families.  Whilst  there  was  evidence  of  thorough  boiling,  t 
conditions  generally  under  which  this  was  done,  chiefly  at  the  r< 
of  domestic  premises,  called  for  some  improvement.  There  seem 
little  appreciation  by  the  trade  of  the  potential  danger  of  cc 
taminated  shell-fish. 


7.  Bakehouses  .  ,.  t  „ 

There  are  four  registered  bakehouses  in  the  district,  uur 
the  year  one  of  the  largest  bakehouses  has  been  renovated,  n 
ovens  being  installed  to  replace  the  original  aged  and  worn  < 
equipment. 
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Potato  Crisp  Factory 

Two  potato  crisp  factories  operate  in  the  district.  The  premises 
or  these  have  been  satisfactorily  conducted,  with  the  exception  of 
ic  disposal  of  vapours  at  one  of  them,  where  improvements  have 
een  demanded  and  arc  being  carried  out. 

.  Food  Hygiene  Education 

(a)  By  courtesy  of  the  Divisional  Educational  Authorities  a 
£ture  on  Food  Poisoning  was  delivered  to  the  senior  scholars  at 
ie  Sheerness  County  Technical  and  County  Secondary  Boys’  and 
iirls’  Schools  and  to  the  staffs  of  school  canteens. 

(b)  There  would  appear  to  be  need  for  more  extensive  and 
ore  practical  tuition  in  causes  of  food  infection  and  the  measures 
hich  are  required  to  prevent  it.  It  is  still  a  revelation  to  find  how 
ttle  the  average  “  man  in  the  street.”  which  includes  the  house- 
lfe.  and  the  purveyor  of  food  in  some  shape  or  form,  knows  about 
e  causation  of  these  dangerous  bacterial  diseases  and  about 
e  part  the  house-fly  plays  in  the  spread. 

).  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector.  Weights  and  Measures  De- 
irtment.  the  following  details  of  samples  of  food  taken  under  the 
x)d  and  Drugs  Act  in  the  Shcerness  Urban  District  are  included. 


Article 

Aspirin  tablets  ... 
Baking  powder  ... 
Bisurated  magnesia 
Boracic  ointment 
Cheese 

Christmas  pudding 

Coffee 

Cold  cream 

Colouring 

Cough  pastilles 

Custard  mix 

Dr.  Cassell’s  Tablets 

Dripping 

Fish  paste 

Fruit  pectin 

Gin 

Glycerine  of  borax 

Honey 

Ice  Cream 

Iodine 

Jam 

Jelly  Crystals 
Liquid  paraffin 
Liver  salts 
Meat  paste 
Milk  ... 


No.  of  Samples 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

19 
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Article 

Mincemeat 
Mint  sauce 
Pepper 
Piccalilli 
Pickle 

Pineapple  crush 
Saccharin  tablets 
Salad  cream 
Sal  Volatile 
Whisky 


No.  of  Samples 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Total 


65 


All  the  samples  taken  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  tl 
following  : — 

Salad  cream— Oil  11.6%.  Egg  yolk  solids— Nil. 

Further  sample  taken.  Result  not  yet  to  hand. 

Cheese— A  sample  of  Processed  Italian  Gniyere  Cheese  tak< 
as  a  result  of  a  complaint  addressed  to  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspe 
tor  that  the  article  contained  small  particles  of  glass.  The  Analy 
reported  the  article  to  be  genuine,  but  to  contain  crystals  of  sodiu 
phosphate  legitimately  added  in  processing.  Not  dangerous 
health. 

SECTION  VII 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  &  1948 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2. 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  (no  me¬ 
chanical  power)  . 

8 

10 

_ 

Factories  not  included  above  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (mechani¬ 
cal  power)  . 

39 

26 

6 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

2 

| 

Total  ... 

49 

36 

6 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 

Referred 

Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

- 

—  _ 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S3) 

- 

-  — 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

- 

—  — 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

_ 

_  _ 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

-  — 

- 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  . 

6 

—  — 

Total 

6 

6 

- 

Cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted — Nil. 

Outwork 

Action 
under  Secs. 
110  and  111 
None 


Nature  of  work 
aking  of  wearing  apparel 


No.  of 
outworkers 
4 
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APPENDIX  A 


Details  of  Inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


Accumulations 

Ashbins 

Bakehouses 

Bug  infested  houses 

Bug  infested  Council  houses 

Verminous  houses  (excluding  bugs) 

Complaints  received 
Drainage,  visits  and  re-visits 
Drains  defective  ... 

Drainage  re-laid  ... 

Factories  and  workplaces 

Halls  and  places  of  entertainment  ... 

Public  Health  interviews  ... 

Movable  dwellings 
Marine  stores,  etc. 

Rats  and  mice 
Refuse  collection 
Refuse  tips 
Shops  (1934  Act)  ... 

Stables  and  piggeries 
Keeping  of  animals 
Swimming  pools 
Water,  bacteriological 
Water  supplies 
Watercourses 
Mosquito  control 
Salvage 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 

Re-visits  to  above  houses  ...  ...  •  •• 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Regulations,  1932 

Re-visits  to  above 

Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas 

Re-visits  to  above  ...  •  •• 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding 

Re-visits  to  above 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  ... 

Re-housing  interviews  and  investigations  ... 
Infectious  diseases  investigations  ... 

Disinfections 

Miscellaneous  infectious  disease  visits 
Visits  to  meat  shops  and  vehicles  ... 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers 
Fried  fish  shops 


14 
71 

9 

53 

5 

15 
292 
_97 

14 

3 

36 

5 

160 

7 

19 

206 

9 

23 

6 
9 

21 

11 

76 

f 

11 

3' 

41 

24c 

286 

I! 

2: 

5‘ 

2: 


.  Ill 
.  140* 
4: 

3: 

l 

1 

1 
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Details  of  Inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


rocers 

estaurants 

>od  manufacturing  premises 
ilk  samples 
i  Cream  samples 
iscellaneous  food  visits  ... 
rioke,  fumes,  dust,  etc. 
iscellaneous  interviews  ... 


Total 


48 

23 
19 

24 
40 
51 
18 
65 


...  3860 


APPENDIX  B 


Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied 


sufficient  sanitary  accommodation 
fective  sanitary  accommodation 
repaired 
cleansed 
reconstructed 


ainage 
a  in  age 
ainage 
iks 
iste  pipes 

in  water  pipes  and  eaves 

mpness 

ofs 

ills  and  ceilings 
)ors 


gutters 


ndows  and  ventilation 
■eplaces  and  stoves 
ishing  coppers 


iter  supplies 
rd  paving 
fuse  receptacles 
loke  nuisance 
cumulation  of  refuse 
eping  of  animals 
rminous  rooms 
ercrowding 
scellaneous 


Total 


6 

14 
9 

41 

3 
2 
8 

11 

29 

46 

57 

23 

19 

29 

9 

8 

8 

39 

4 
8 

15 
9 
7 

17 


421 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheerness. 

July,  1950. 


To  the  Sheppey  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  on  i 
Public  Health  of  the  District  during  1949. 

The  vital  statistics  disclose  a  lower  birth  rate,  a  higher  de 
rate  and  a  higher  infant  mortality  rate  than  those  obtaining  in 
preceding  year.  None  of  these  variations  is  of  serious  import. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  shows  an  incre 
due  to  the  periodic  biennial  measles  epidemic.  Happily  no  cs 
were  severe  and  there  were  no  fatalities. 

The  peculiar  problems  attending  the  large  and  growing  car 
ing  sites  along  the  north  sea-front  have  necessitated  the  increast 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  by  the  appointment  of  an  a( 
tional  Sanitary  Inspector.  This  important  reinforcement  of 
staff  will  do  much  to  improve  the  standard  of  supervision  in 
matters  affecting  environmental  hygiene,  a  duty  which  has  hith< 
devolved  on  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  appointment  of  a  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  to  < 
with  all  matters  affecting  the  Public  Health  has  been  an  impor 
step  forward  in  the  consideration  of  these  matters. 

A  good  deal  has  been  done  throughout  the  year  to  improve 
standard  of  bacteriological  purity  of  the  water  supplies  and  of 
facilities  for  the  disposal  of  sullage  and  sewage. 

The  housing  situation  presents  very  urgent  problems  dcm; 
ing  further  considerable  building,  not  only  to  meet  the  dem; 
for  the  normal  growth  of  the  population,  but  also  for  the  re-hou 
of  people  living  in  dilapidated  or  sub-standard  houses. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  work  with  you  and  with 
colleagues  on  the  staff  of  the  Council  to  whom  I  am  grateful 
their  unfailing  assistance  and  co-operation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  CRICHTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  He 
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SECTION  I. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Climatb 

There  was  an  exceptionally  fine  summer  and  a  mild  winter  at 
h  beginning  and  end  of  the  year. 

Area  in  Acres 
19,949.  No  change. 


Population 


Estimated  mid-year  1949  : — 

£iviI1ian  .  8,860 

I  otal  ...  ...  ###  8911 

The  total  population  shows  an  increase  of  28  over  the  estimated 
ulation  for  1948  and  of  407  over  the  figure  for  1947. 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

3.197.  This  figure  is  an  increase  of  30  over  the  number  in 


Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate 


£17,923 

£75 


SECTION  II. 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Females 
76  (85)* 
11  (7) 

87  (92) 


Totals 
155  (174)* 
16  (13) 
171  (187) 


3irths 

'a)  Live  Births 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  79  (89)* 

Illegitimate  ...  5  (6) 

,  Totals  84  (95)  6/  171 

the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  9  3%  (6  9%) 

K\E£  ™"lb€r  of  births  was  16  (or  8.5%)  less  than  in  1948. 

Birth  Rate 

J  Per  1,000  of  civilian  population  ...  ...  19  3  n\  1) 

I  he  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1949  was  16  7^ner 
total  population.  h 

c)  Still-Births 

Males 

Legitimate  ...  2  (4) 

Illegitimate  ...  —  (0) 

Totals  ...  2  (4) 


Females 
2  (0) 
(1) 

2  (1) 


Totals 
4  (4) 

-  (1) 
4  (5) 


he  Percentage  of  still-births  to  the  total  (live  and  still)  births 
For  1948  it  was  2.6. 

*  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  year  1948 
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^  Deaths  * 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  105 

whom  56  were  males  and  49  females.  The  corresponding  figi 
for  the  preceding  year  was  80,  of  whom  were  males  and 

females.  ^  corrected  Death  Rate  per  i,000  of  the  civilian  popu 
tion  was  11.3  as  compared  with  9.0  in  1948  and  13.2  in  1947. 
The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7, 
fcl  The  followinc  table  shows  the  causes  of  deaths  ot  r( 
dents  whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district  during 

year : — 


TABLE  I 


Disease 

Males 

Female 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Syphilitic  diseases  .  . . 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  ... 
Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

Diabetes  . ;  . 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions . 

Heart  diseases . 

Other  circulatory  diseases  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

Nephritis  . 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

Premature  birth  ... 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries,  in¬ 
fant  diseases  . 

Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

Other  violent  causes  . 

All  other  causes  . 

i  (  r> 

-  (  n 

1  (  i) 

3  (  5) 

-  (  -) 

4  (  5) 

—  (  — ) 

3  (  3) 

25  (  11) 

-  (  — ) 

3  (  1) 

3  (  1) 

2  (  — ) 

1  (  -) 

1  (  1) 

-  (  3) 

1  (  — ) 

_  (  _) 

1  (  1) 

1  (  1) 

1  (  1) 

1  (  -) 

1  (  — ) 

3  (  6) 

-  (  : 
-  (  - 
-  (  - 

1  (  - 
3  ( 

3  ( 

1  ( 

9  ( 

18  (  1 
-  ( 

2  (  - 
3  ( 

1  (  - 
1  (  - 

-  ( 

2  (  - 
-  ( 

-  (  - 

2  ( 

—  ( 

-  (  • 
-  ( 

3  ( 

TOTALS  ... 

56  (  42) 

49  ( 

Ini-ant  Mortality 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ag< 
4  the  same  as  in  1948.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,001 
births  was  23.4  as  compared  with  21.4  the  previous  year. 
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(b)  The  details  of  causes  of  deaths  among  infants  were  as 
lows : — 


TABLE  II. 


Cause 

Males 

Females 

Prematurity,  second  twin 

1 

Congenital  malformation  . 

— 

1 

Capillary  Bronchitis  (2  months) 

1 

Acute  Gastro-Enteritis  (5  months) . 

1 

— 

(c)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  32 
:r  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  34  in  1948. 


Natural  Increase  In  Population 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the  year  was  66  as 
mpared  with  differences  of  107,  112  and  88  in  the  years  1948, 
47  and  1946  respectively. 


SECTION  III. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


TABLE  III. 


OC 

o 

Disease 

Ov 

t/> 

V 

It 

w  — 

o  o 

s 

15 

15 

E 

Ex 

V  *** 

£ 

0> 

H  H 

s 

& 

Oi 

Q 

carlet  Fever 

6  (  2) 

3 

3 

1 

Vhooping  Cough 

35  (  51) 

18 

17 

— 

diphtheria 

—  (  1) 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

leasles  . 

tcute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

239  (  54) 

118 

121 

- 

influenzal)  ... 

18  (  5) 

7 

11 

- 

6 

irysipelas  . 

10  (  4) 

5 

5 

- 

- 

Lcute  Poliomyelitis 

—  (  — ) 

- 

- 

_ 

— 

)ysentery 

-  (  1) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

)phthalmia  Neonatorum 

—  (  1) 

- 

- 

- 

•uerperal  Pyrexia  . 

-  (  -) 

- 

- 

_ 

mallpox 

—  (  — ) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

yphoid  . 

dalaria  . 

-  (  -) 

—  (  1) 

— 

- 

:ood  Poisoning  . 

—  (  — ) 

- 

- 

- 

uberculosis — Pulmonary 

12  (  6) 

9 

3 

2 

1 

Non-Pulmonary 

-  (  -) 

' 

TOTALS  ... 

320  (126) 

160 

160 

3 

7 
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2.  The  age  distribution  of  the  cases  notified  are  given 
Table  IV  below. 


TABLE  IV. 


At  Ages  and  Years 

C/5 

w ) 

£ 

■«— > 

u 

<N 

Ov 

<N 

•'T 

3 

< 

• 

1 

1  | 

i 

i 

i 

C 

CO 

o 

O 

»o 

lO 

D 

6 

1 

1 

4 

_ 

“ 

_ 

_ 

35 

4 

7 

10 

11 

- 

1 

i 

l 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

239 

4 

63 

62 

107 

- 

3 

— 

- 

18 

_ 

3 

1 

1 

3 

5 

10 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

: 

_ 

— 

1 

- 

1 

4 

4 

2 

320 

8 

72 

76 

124 

1 

9 

9 

14 

Disease 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal) . 

Erysipelas 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Dysentery  . 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox  . 

Typhoid  ...  . 

Food  Poisoning 

Tuberculosis— Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  . 

TOTALS 
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3.  A  summary  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  showing  the 
mber  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year 
given  below  : — 


TABLE  V 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

n  Register,  1st  Jan. 

1949  . 

21 

20 

9 

7 

57 

ew  notifications 
eaths  of  cases  not 

9 

3 

12 

previously  notified 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

estored  to  register  ... 
ransfers  from  other 

1 

- 

districts  ... 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Totals 

31 

26 

9 

7 

73 

ied  during  year 

1 

1* 

2 

ecovered 

1 

i 

4 

smoved  from  district 

2 

1 

1 

- 

To'.ds  .  . 

umber  of  cases  re- 

4 

2 

1 

- 

7 

maining  on  register. 
31st  Dec.,  1949  ... 

27 

24 

8 

7 

66 

*  Died  in  1948. 
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4. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  . 

By  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  the  following  figurt 
relating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of  childre 
under  15  years  of  age  are  reproduced  : 


TABLE  VI. 


Year  of 
Birth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1949 

1949 

17 

1948 

115 

1947 

16 

1946 

9 

1945 

2 

1944 

2 

1943 

15 

1942 

1 

1941 

1 

1940 

2 

1939 

1 

1938 

1 

1937 

2 

,936 

— 

1935 

Totals  ... 

184 

Reinforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1949 


11 

24 

12 

15 

7 

13 

17 

1 


101 


Total  number 
immunised  at 
end  of  1949 


17 

134 

173 

163 

159 

149 

138 

158 

99 

104 

105 
101 

89 

88 

80 


1,757 


Percentage 
of  related 
population 


68.2 


83.6 


77.1 


5. 


Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

1  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
ticulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during 
tained  in  the  following  table 


t  a  ni  P  Vll 


Age  group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-vacciuations 

Under  1  year  ... 

1  to  4 . 

5  to  14  . 

15  and  over  ... 

46 

41 

6 

6 

6 

15 

27 

Total  ... 

99 

48 
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SECTION  IV. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
lND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

(a)  Three  bores  are  operated  by  the  Sheppey  Water  Company 
ated  at  Abbey  Works,  Minster  ;  Water  Lane,  Eastchurch  and 
llend.  Minster.  The  Rural  District  Council  has  two  bores,  one 
Warden  and  one  at  Leysdown. 


Number  of  houses 

supplied  by 

Parish 

Pipe  to  house 

Standpipe 

Well 

Minster 

2,209 

_ 

Eastchurch 

421 

25 

_ 

Leysdown  ... 

218 

_ 

Warden 

100 

_ 

_ 

Elmley  and  Harty 

1 

— 

15 

(c)  The  existing  sources  of  supply  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
ds  of  the  district. 

A  4-inch  main  laid  from  Warden  to  Leysdown  during  the  year 
lpletes  the  effective  distribution  throughout  the  northern  part 
he  Island  and  an  improved  supply  to  Leysdown. 

(d)  A  number  of  unsatisfactory  samples  have  been  obtained 
n  various  points  on  the  distribution.  These  samples  showed  the 
inisms  to  be  not  typical  B.coli.  In  all  cases  flushing  of  the 
ns  and  more  adequate  treatment  has  been  carried  out. 

Following  unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  the  Sheppey 
leral  Hospital  supplementary  supply,  this  supply  was  suspended 
a  July  until  November  when  satisfactory  bacteriological  reports 
s  obtained. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  Minster  :  The  extension  of  services  to  Station  Road.  Drake 
;nue,  and  Nelson  Avenue  has  abolished  66  cesspools  in  this  area, 
otal  of  73  cesspools  have  been  abolished  during  the  year. 

(b)  Eastchurch  :  The  re-drainage  of  the  village  to  the  East- 
rch  Aerodrome  Disposal  Works  is  in  hand  and  the  purchase  by 
Council  of  the  Disposal  Works  is  an  important  step  in  improved 
tation  of  the  area.  117  houses  will  be  connected  to  the  main 
er.  The  elimination  of  pail  closets  in  the  village  and  the  cessa- 
of  the  fouling  of  two  watercourses  will  be  the  immediate  benefit 
i  this  scheme  carried  out  at  a  cost  of  £10.440,  the  whole  of  the 
tal  cost  being  borne  by  the  Treasury  and  the  County  Council. 

(c)  Leysdown  :  The  popularity  of  Leysdown  and  Warden  as 
day  centres  has  emphasised  the  immediate  need  in  these  areas 
main  drainage.  Serious  nuisances  existed  in  the  holiday  season. 
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The  Council  have,  with  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Healto 
accepted  the  responsibility  of  dealing  with  foul  waters  entering  th« 
s:\vers  laid  by  the  Leysdown  Estates  by  the  temporary  use  of  th. 
Disposal  Works  of  the  Leysdown  Aerodrome.  The  mam  dramag< 
scheme  for  Leysdown  and  Warden  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Mimstr 
of  Health  as  soon  as  possible. 

(d)  The  method  of  sewage  disposal  throughout  the  district 
summarised  below  : — 


Number  of  Houses 


Parish 


Minster 

Eastchurch 

Leysdown 

Warden 

Elmley  &  Harty 


Main  drainage 

2,143 

113 


Cesspool 

94 

245 

197 

127 

23 


Pail  closets 

141 


179 

71 

19 

21 


3 


Disposal  of  Refuse  ,  ,  , 

The  Council  has  purchased  a  further  4^  acres  of  marsh  lar 
adjacent  to  the  Scrapsgate  Disposal  Works  and  this  has  been  pi- 
pared  and  is  in  use.  Controlled  tipping  is  being  earned  out.  T 
refuse  tip  is  regularly  treated  for  flies. 


4. 


Schools  Sanitation 
No  complaints  have  been  received. 


5.  Public  Conveniences 

Public  conveniences  for  both  sexes  exist  at  Halfway,  Scraj 
gate.  Minster,  Eastchurch  and  Leysdown,  and  are  kept  in  a  satish 
tory  condition. 


6. 


The  detail  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec 
is  shown  in  Appendix  A. 


7. 


Nuisances  ,  .  .  .  ,im 

The  detail  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year  is  shown 
Appendix  B.  No  statutory  notices  were  served,  all  the  nuisan 
being  abated  by  informal  action. 


8. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  ....  , 

(a)  Nine  rooms  at  nine  premises  were  disinfected  on  acco 

of  infectious  disease.  All  library  books  at  premises  where  a  c 

of  infectious  disease  has  occurred  are  disinfected  before  being 
turnedm^circulaUations  of  ^  bugs  or  fleas  were  reported  dur 
the  year. 


9. 


Mosquito  Control  .  ,  u 

Surface  water  drainage  ditches  in  the  Scrapsgate  arc 
sprayed  with  Malariol.  Cowsheds  and  pigsties  were  sprayed 

D.D.T.  solution. 
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Rodent  Control 

Number  of  complaints  received .  22 

Infestations  found  22 

Infestations  found  on  survey  .  10 

Treated  by  local  authority’s  operator  ...  29 

Treated  by  occupier  .  3 

Estimated  kill  by  poison .  2869 


Sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  within  the  year  in  accordance 
i  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer’s  instructions  with  good  results. 

Holiday  Camps 

The  very  rapid  increase  in  holiday  camps  in  the  post-war  years 
created  a  very  serious  health  problem  in  the  Leysdown  area. 
:  number  of  movable  dwellings  in  this  area  in  July,  1949,  was 
10. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  provision  of  adequate 
itary  accommodation  and  the  raising  of  standards  of  hygiene 

ill  camps. 


SECTION  V. 

HOUSING 

Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housing 


ing  the  year  is  summarised  below  : — 

(a)  Houses  inspected  for  defects  .  416 

(b)  Inspections  carried  out  in  respect  of  (a)  ...  647 

(c)  Houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  18 

(d)  Houses  found  defective . 308 

(e)  Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  notice .  295 

(f)  Houses  rendered  fit  by  statutory  notice  ...  Nil 


(a)  Permanent  housing  —  Progress  in  the  construction  of 
v  houses  in  1949  has  not  been  very  good  owing  to  the  failure  of 
)  contractors.  17  houses  were  completed  in  the  year  and  36 
lses  were  in  course  of  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  In 
lition.  14  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise  with 
>ther  12  under  construction. 

(b)  Temporary  housing — Bell  Farm  Camp  and  East  End 
np  have  continued  to  be  fully  used,  providing  homes  for  51 
lilies. 
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(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  built  sine 


the  end  of  the  war. 

During 

Total  sine 

Council  houses  : — 

1949 

end  of  wi 

Temporary,  completed  . 

— 

32 

„  under  construction  ... 

— 

Permanent,  completed  . 

17 

106 

„  under  construction  ... 

36 

Private  enterprise : — 

Permanent,  completed  . 

14 

49 

„  under  construction  ... 

12 

3.  Rural  Housing  Survey 

Of  3,086  houses,  2,624  have  been  surveyed  and  classified  i 

follows  : — 

Category 

(i)  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  .  1,2.' 

(ii)  Minor  defects  .  4' 

(iii)  Requiring  repairs,  structural  alterations  or 

improvements  .  6' 

(iv)  Appropriate  for  re-conditioning  . 

(v)  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 

reasonable  expense  ...  ...  ...  1* 

4.  The  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  list  at  tl 
beginning  of  1949  was  261,  and  this  figure  had  increased  to  2‘ 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

5.  A  representation  was  made  in  respect  of  twelve  cottag 
at  Halfway  called  Pleasant  Cottages.  These  have  been  made  t 
subject  of  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  which  is  to  be  put  in 
effect  in  the  current  year. 

6.  The  Housing  Situation 

With  160  or  6%  of  the  houses  surveyed  classified  as  unfit  f 
human  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost,  and  t 
growing  list  of  applicants,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  housing  site 
tion  in  the  district  is  a  very  happy  one.  Use  has  still  to  be  ma 
of  the  temporary  housing  provided  at  Bell  Farm  Camp  and  Ei 
End  Camp,  and  at  the  present  rate  of  progress,  there  appears 
be  no  possibility  of  their  being  closed  for  many  years  to  come.  T 
district  is  not  only  a  growing  holiday  resort,  but  it  also  serves  a: 
dormitory  for  the  neighbouring  industrial  districts  of  Queenborou 
and  Sheerness.  To  meet  this  demand  and  to  provide  for  the 
housing  of  those  now  living  in  unfit  houses  within  measurable  tin 
a  more  extensive  housing  programme  would  appear  to  be  necessa 
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SECTION  VI. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Bye-laws 

The  Council  accepted  the  recommendation  to  adopt  the  Bye- 
s  suggested  for  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food. 
;se  will  come  into  force  in  the  new  year. 


Milk 


(a)  Number  of  producers  only  .  14 

Number  of  producer-retailers .  8 

Number  of  retailers  .  7 


(b)  Number  of  retailers  of : — 
Pasteurised  milk 
Tuberculin  tested  milk 

Raw  milk  . 

Sterilised  milk 


2 

2 

9 

2 


(c)  16  routine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
r  biological  examination.  The  following  table  shows  details  of 
milk  submitted. 


Designation 

No.  of  samples 

Result 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

isteurised 

4 

4 

ccredited 

4 

4 

aw  milk 

12 

12 

J 

Ice  Cream 

(a)  The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
age  or  sale  of  Ice  Cream  are  : — 

Sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream .  12 

Storage  .  Nil 

Manufacture  .  Nil 

(b)  Seven  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  examina- 
and  were  graded  as  follows  : — 

Grade  I  .  2 

Grade  II .  3 

Grade  III .  2 

Grade  IV .  — 

61 


4  Meat  and  Food  Inspection  ,  „  .  . 

As  a  result  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  lnspecto 
the  following  items  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  hums 
consumption  : —  ^ 

Meat— fresh 


Meat — tinned 

Cereals  . 

Cheese  . 

Eggs 

Milk  (tinned  and  dried) 
Fruit  and  vegetables 


195* 


60* 

25 

19* 

10 

132 

30 


Fried  Fish  Shops  .  . 

Four  fish  frying  establishments  are  in  operation  in  the  area. 


6. 


The  general  public  have  been  warned  of  the  special  risks 
volved  in"  the  eating  of  shell-fish  collected  from  the  foreshore 
Leysdown,  where  it  is  liable  to  be  contaminated  by  sewage  outfa 
unless  it  is  properly  sterilised  by  cooking. 


On^bakehouse  is  registered  and  in  operation  in  the  area. 


8. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ,  .  . 

By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measi 

Department.  Kent  County  Council  the  following  ^he r 
of  food  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  the  Ki 

District  are  included. 


Article 

No. 

samp 

Dried  mint  . 

. 

1 

1 

lam  . 

1 

Lemonade  crystals 

. 

1 

Lemonade  powder 

Marmalade  . 

23 

Milk  ...  .  •••  . 

Milk  of  magnesia  tablets 

Pepper  . 

Pickle  . 

Rum 

Salad  dressing  . 

Sal  volatile  . 

Vinegar  ...  . 

Vita -cup  . 

Witch  Hazel  •••  . 

TOTAL  ... 

3 
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All  of  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of 
ollowing  : — 


-  6.7% 

deficient 

in 

fat . , 

-  6.7% 

deficient 

in 

fat . 

-13.3% 

deficient 

in 

fat . \ 

-18.3% 

deficient 

in 

fat . 

-20.0% 

deficient 

in 

fat . !- 

-46.7% 

deficient 

in 

fat . 1 

—26.7% 

deficient 

in 

fat . 1 

olatile 

Inferior. 

Free  Ammonia  ' 

.6%  ... 

1 

Jam  — 

Inferior. 

Deficient  15%  1 

linimum  fruit  content 


Further  samples  taken  and 
found  genuine. 

Cautionary  letter  sent  to  the 
producer.  No  further  action 
could  be  taken  because  the 
milk  was  deficient  in  fat  as 
it  came  from  the  cows. 

Manufacturers  contacted  and 
stock  withdrawn. 

Further  sampling  attempted,  buf 
no  more  in  stock. 


SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  &  1948 


.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 


ories  in  which  Sections 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
forced  by  local  authori- 
s  (no  mechanical  power) 

Dries  not  included  above 
which  Section  7  is  en- 
rced  by  the  local 
thority  (mechanical 
wer)  . 

r  premises  in  which  Sec- 
n  7  is  enforced  by  the 
al  authority  (excluding 
tworkers’  premises) 


Total 


Number 
on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

19 

28 

- 

12 

20 

1 

31 

48 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) . 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  . 

1 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

- 

- 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 

lating  to  Outwork) 

3.  Outwork 

Nature  of  work 

Making  of  wearing  apparel 
Others 


No.  of 
Outworkers 

1 

Nil 


Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M 
Inspector  lnspecto 


Action  under 
Secs  110  and  1 

None 
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